\

\

/" SMJACC

San Mateo Japanese-American Community Center

San Mateo Japanese-American Community Center 415 South Claremont Street, San Mateo, CA 94401 Tel 650-343-2793

Welcome to 2025. This is the year of the snake, one of the zodiac signs or eto in Japanese. Although many

people may be fearful of snakes, this sign represents monetary fortune and is a symbol of regeneration as

snakes continuously shed their skins. The superstitious carry a snake charm or a bit of snake skin in their %
wallets in hopes of increasing their wealth.

e
Japanese Traditions:

How do you celebrate the New Year? In Japan the tradition is to eat osechi and ozoni. The original osechi

dishes were made with auspicious ingredients with a strong wish that, this year, all family members will live a year
of health and happiness. At the same time, this tradition allows housewives to relax a little without having to stay
long in the kitchen early on New Year's Day. Unlike in the U.S., in Japan, the first three days of the New Year are
holidays, when companies and stores are closed.

Also, January 21st is Daikan, according to the 24th solar term, and is the coldest time of the year. It is a time to be

S

careful to avoid catching a cold.

Upcoming Events:

Are you interested in making daifuku? Daifuku is a Japanese sweet made from mochi and a
sweet filling. The San Mateo Chapter of JACL will be holding a workshop on Saturday,
January 25, 2025 from 1:30 pm to 3:00 pm in the Gardeners Hall (503 East 5th Avenue) at
SMIJACC. Space is limited. For more information contact JACL at jaclsanmateo@gmail.com.

Past Events:

The SMJACC Holiday Boutique and Bake Sale was held on November 2™ at the Gardeners Hall. The event was a
huge success. Many happy shoppers came to the event. Thanks to Wendy Lara and Wendy Sakaguchi for
organizing the sale and to all who helped before, during and after the event.

The Donor Holiday Lunch was held on December 11" to thank those who made donations to SMJACC. Without the
help of donors, the Center cannot remain open and we appreciate your generous contributions. Everyone enjoyed

a bento lunch from Suruki, with miso soup made by Chizuko Akutagawa and strawberry cake for dessert. Thanks to
June Uyenoyama and Miyako Marque for additional sweets and Nomura & Company and Donald & Suzy Lee for
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